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Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66. \bis(b) 
that written opinions of this International Searching Authority will not be so considered. 



If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to submit to the 
IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of 
mailing of Form PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later. 
For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 
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I . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which 
it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
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This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 



which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the 
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a. type of material 
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b. format of material 

I I in written format 

I I in computer readable form 

c. time of mmg/furnishing 

I I contained in international application as filed. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3- CD m addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been 
filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in 
the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 
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Inventive step (IS) 
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Claims 1-27 
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Industrial applicability (I A) 
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2. Citations and explanations: 

Claims 14-17, 20-24 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Kim (6460304). 

Kim (figures 4, 10) shows a blast resistant panel comprising a layer of an elastomer material (30) having a predetermined 
thickness, fastener elements (1 1) for securing the layer to a wall of a structure, the layer is made of polyurea, polyurethane, a 
channel member (A) secured to the panel around at least a portion of a periphery thereof, the panel further comprising a fabric 
reinforcing layer (20), the elastomeric material having a percent elongation at break in a range of about 100-800% (inherently so), 
the material having a tensile strength greater than about 2000 PSI (inherently so as it is the same material as that of applicant's). 

Claims 1-13 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Kim (6460304). 

Kim shows all the claimed structural limitations. The claimed method steps of improving blast resistant at an interior of a 
wall of a structure would have been the obvious method steps of reinforcing Kim's structure. 



Claims 18-19 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Kim (6460304). 

Kim shows all the claimed structural limitations except for the panel having a thickness in the range of about 100-180 mil. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Kim's panel to 
show the panel having a thickness in the range of about 100-180 mil because such a modification would have involved a mere change 
in the size of a component; a change in size is generally recognized as being within the level of ordinary skill in the art, In re rose, 
105 USPQ 237 ( CCPA 1955). 



Claims 25-26 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Kim (6460304). 

Kim shows all the claimed structural limitations except for the fabric being aramid fibers or polyester fibers. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Kim's fabric to 
show the fibers being aramid or polyester because it has been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art to select a 
known material on the basis of its suitability for the intended use a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 



Claim 27 lacks an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Kim (6460304). 

Kim shows all the claimed limitations except for the panels having a steel channel and a plurality of fasteners adapted to 
fasten the steel channel and the one or more panels to a wall of the structure. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Kim's structure to 
show the panels having a steel channel and a plurality of fasteners adapted to fasten the steel channel and the one or more panels to a 
wall of the structure because it would enable the easy attaching of the panels to a wall, and using steel channels with fasteners to 
attach a panel to a wall is known in the art as demonstrated by the attachment of windows, skylight in buildings. 
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The letter must indicate the differences between the claims as filed and the claims as amended. It must, in 
particular, indicate, in connection with each claim appearing in the international application (it being understood 
that identical indications concerning several claims may be grouped), whether 

(i) the claim is unchanged; 

(ii) the claim is cancelled; 

(iii) the claim is new; 

(iv) the claim replaces one or more claims as filed; 

(v) the claim is the result of the division of a claim as filed. 

The following examples illustrate the manner in which amendments must be explained in the accompanying 
letter: 

1. [Where originally there were 48 claims and after amendment of some claims there are 51]: 
"Claims I to 29, 31 , 32, 34, 35, 37 to 48 replaced by amended claims bearing the same numbers; 
claims 30. 33 and 36 unchanged; new claims 49 to 51 added." 

2. [Where originally there were 15 claims and after amendment of all claims there are 1 1 J: 
"Claims 1 to 15 replaced by amended claims 1 to 1 1." 

3. [Where originally there were 14 claims and the amendments consist in cancelling some claims and in 
adding new claims]: 

"Claims I to 6 and 14 unchanged; claims 7 to 13 cancelled; new claims 15, 16 and 17 added." or 
"Claims 7 to 13 cancelled; new claims 15, 16 and 17 added; all other claims unchanged." 

4. [Where various kinds of amendments are made]: 

"Claims 1-10 unchanged; claims 1 1 to 13, 18 and 19 cancelled; claims 14, 15 and 16 replaced by amended 
claim 14; claim 17 subdivided into amended claims 15, 16 and 17; new claims 20 and 21 added." 

"Statement under Article 19(1)" (Rule 46.4) 

The amendments may be accompanied by a statement explaining the amendments and indicating any impact 
that such amendments might have on the description and the drawings (which cannot be amended under 
Article 19(1)). 

The statement will be published with the international application and the amended claims. 
It must be in the language in which the international application is to be published. 

It must be brief, not exceeding 500 words if in English or if translated into English. 

It should not be confused with and does not replace the letter indicating the differences between the claims 
as filed and as amended. It must be filed on a separate sheet and must be identified as such by a heading, 
preferably by using the words "Statement under Article 19(1)." 

It may not contain any disparaging comments on the international search report or the relevance of citations 
contained in that report. Reference to citations, relevant to a given claim, contained in the international search 
report may be made only in connection with an amendment of that claim. 



Consequence if a demand for international preliminary examination has already been filed 

If, at the time of filing any amendments and any accompanying statement, under Article 19, a demand for 
international preliminary examination has already been submitted, the applicant must preferably, at the time of 
filing the amendments (and any statement) with the International Bureau, also file with the International 
Preliminary Examining Authority a copy of such amendments (and of any statement) and, where required, a 
translation of such amendments for the procedure before that Authority (see Rules 55.3(a) and 62.2, first 
sentence). For further information, see the Notes to the demand form (PCT/IPE A/401 ). 



Consequence with regard to translation of the international application for entry into the national phase 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that, upon entry into the national phase, a translation of the 
claims as amended under Article 19 may have to be furnished to the designated/elected Offices, instead of, or 
in addition to, the translation of the claims as filed. 

For further details on the requirements of each designated/elected Office, see the PCT Applicant's Guide % 
Volume II. 
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